
 
 

 

April 19, 2013 

 

 

Ex Parte 

 

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch 

Secretary 

Federal Communications Commission 

445 12th Street, SW 

Washington, DC 20554 

 

Re:  Connect America Fund, WC Docket N0. 10-90 

 

 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

 

 On Wednesday, April 17, 2013, I, on behalf of General Communication, Inc., (“GCI”) 

spoke with Kate Dumouchel, Special Counsel in the Office of General Counsel, via telephone.  

We discussed middle mile construction and the TERRA-SW project.  I informed her that a $100 

million Remote Areas Fund (“RAF”) would not lead to much middle mile construction in 

Alaska.  The TERRA-SW project was supported, in part, by an $88 million grant and loan 

combination from the Rural Utilities Service (“RUS”), and, in addition, had incorporated United 

Utilities’ DeltaNet network, which had initially been constructed with a separate loan from the 

RUS (which has since been repaid).  In addition, GCI has invested private capital in the network.  

GCI also had submitted to the RUS’ Broadband Initiatives Program (Phase 2), a proposal for 

TERRA-NW, which would have extended TERRA-SW northward, and then connected to the 

fiber running along the Alaska pipeline.  That proposal was for a $154 million grant/loan, which 

was not funded.  These show that building necessary middle mile infrastructure in Alaska is 

extremely costly.  There are many factors that lead to this, including poor weather, a short 

construction season, a lack of roads, and the lack of an electric grid.   

 

 In GCI’s view, the best way for the FCC to support middle mile deployment in Alaska is 

to ensure that Alaska ETCs receive sufficient universal service support to permit them to 

purchase necessary backhaul.  The Rural Healthcare Program could provide a model.  The FCC 

is ill-suited to run a competitive grant program similar to the RUS’ BIP. 
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Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions. 

 

      Sincerely, 

 
John T. Nakahata 

Counsel to General Communication Inc. 

 

 

cc: Kate Dumouchel 


